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different from that of William's.   It was popular instead' :
of unpopular; and beyond this, it was brilliantly success-
ful instead of being dubious and indecisive;   William
never won a pitched battle against the French;  Marl-
borough never lost one.

Much has been written against Marlborough.  He was  !
Marl- greedy for money;  he changed sides too often; he liked
borough. ^ pj^ ^ double game; he even kept up a correspondence
with the Old Pretender while he was commander-in-chief
of Anne's armies.

Yet although Marlborough had some detestable points
in his character he was no traitor, but a great statesman '
and an admirable general He was always good-tempered,
and thus was able to manage the numerous allies, Dutch
and Germans, who formed part of his army. He was
cool, brave, wary, resolute. None knew better than he
how to arrange his forces for an attack, or how to wield
them in battle itself.

Maryborough's first great battle showed what ai keen
Battle of eye for war he possessed. He was commanding the
en HQ4. English forces in the Low Countries; he was to protect !
Holland from a French invasion. But Marlborough knew
that the right way to protect it was not by waiting in his
lines till the French attacked him; the true course was to
strike a great blow at the French wherever a chance
appeared. In 1704 a French army was pushed forward
down the valley of the, Danube, threatening Vienna.
Marlborough saw that by marching southward at once
he could come down on the French flank, and force it to
give up the attack on Vienna. But the march was long:
it had to be done speedily and quietly, so as not to give
the French warning of what was intended. The Dutch,
too, were much alarmed lest they should be attacked by
the French while Marlborough was away. Marlborough
overcame all these difficulties. He met the French under